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£496,000 Department of Health Building Improvement 

Grant for St Luke’s Hospice 
 

As part of the funding made available to support the implementation of the End of 

Life Care Strategy, the Department of Health has identified £40 million in 2010 - 2011 

to fund improvements to the physical environment of hospices in England. 

 

St Luke’s Hospice has been awarded a sum of up to £496,000 to support the delivery 

of its ‘Access for All’ project which has been developed by St Luke’s clinicians, 

support staff, trustees and directors in consultation with key stake holders which 

include other local care providers and the Hospice’s patients, their relatives and 

carers. 

 

· The ‘Access for All’  project's main focus is to remove the barriers faced by 

some patients in accessing the St Luke’s specialist palliative care in-patient 

unit due to physical limitations presented by the current building. The main 

barriers being: 

Patients who have a high dependency on oxygen (over 5 litres per minute). 

The Hospice’s research has identified that approximately 6 people die in the 

chest ward in the Acute Trust each week. These patients could be referred to 

St Luke's Hospice if the facility of piped oxygen allowing up to 20 litres per 

minute was available. 

·  Due to weight limitations of hoisting and lifting equipment the Hospice can 

only admit patients under 19 stone. There has been an increase in the 

number of referred patients who are termed as obese or bariatric (over 19 

stone) but the current facilities at the Hospice are inappropriate for these 

patients. 

· The psychological distress of some patients can be reduced by creating a 

relaxing environment and providing an innovative sensory bathroom where 

patients can relax and unwind as if they were in the bath at home. 

· More complex patients needing a variety of not only specialist beds but 

various pressure relieving and handling mattresses increasing comfort, 

flexibility, dignity and giving greater choice to patients. 
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St Luke’s Chief Executive, Sally Taylor said: “It is wonderful that we’ll be able to 

extend the highly specialised care given by our in-patient unit to an even wider group 

of patients. This will include patients with heart failure and those with advanced lung 

disease such as Asbestosis, Emphysema and Mesothelioma (an Asbestosis related 

cancer), which is prevalent in this area of the UK. We are extremely grateful for this 

fantastic opportunity to improve still further the services we offer to local patients who 

deserve to have access to the best possible palliative and end of life care.”  

 

St Luke’s Director of Income Generation, Robert Parsons added a note of caution 

saying: “We are absolutely thrilled and very thankful to have been successful in this 

bid because the need for our specialist services continues to grow. However, we 

need to make it clear that this money is securely ring-fenced and can only be used to 

develop the physical environment for patient comfort. We are not permitted to use 

any of this funding towards running costs so it is important that we do not relax our 

fundraising activities. The support we receive from our local community, for which we 

are extremely grateful, is now more vital than ever.”   
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