Appendix 5
Flow guide for verification of expected death
(VOED) with no suspicious circumstances

Patient found deceased

Is there a “Do not attempt
to resuscitate” in place?

See section 8 of the resus council’s decisons relating to
CPR guidance document.

Yes

Yes

No

Is death expected?

Yes

Are there features of irreversible
death present, e.g. rigor mortis?

No

Can you verify
the death?
Yes

No

Call Own GP/Devon
Doctors (if out of
hours)

No

Commence CPR
and call 999

Call own GP or out of
hours GP who may be able
to assist you remotely to
perform verification

Verify the death

Call own GP or out of hours GP. Please be ready to share the following
information from the questions below. You may not be able to answer
all of these questions but information sharing will aid the GP in decisions
relating to after death administration.
1. Who verified death?
2. What information is on the DNAR document (TEP)?
3. Who was present at the moment of death?
4. If there were persons present at the moment of death, did those
persons have any concerns?
5. Who was nursing through last illness?
6. Any falls or injuries in the last year?

I have concerns

Own GP will contact the Coroner and if out
of hours Devon Doctors will make decision to
contact Coroner via 101
For suspicious deaths – Call Police

7. Next of kin contact details:
· Are they aware?
· Have they expressed concerns?
8. Any pacemaker or implanted device? Is it deactivated?
9. Any operations in the last year?
10. Any formal complaints regarding care?
11. Any suspicion of mesothelioma/industrial disease?
12. Was the patient discharged from hospital in last 24 hours? And was
this discharge for end of life?
13. Is there any other reason known to refer this death to the coroner?

I have no concerns

Notification
to own GP
Mesothelioma: Sensitively inform family members that a post mortem may be
needed and that the coroner will assess the situation during working hours. A post
mortem is generally required if diagnostic biopsy has not been obtained or if the
family wish to make a compensation claim.

